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L_egalizing electronic gaming

Association asks bar owners to work grassroots.

MARTI GOODLAD HELINE

Tribune Staff Writer Don Marquardt, preside

Indiana Licensed Bevera
SOUTH BEND -- Leaders of the Indiana Licensed Beverage Association, attempts to
Association came to town Thursday to build support for legalizing support for legalizing ele
electronic gaming machines. gambling machines durir

meeting Thursday for ba
They found a receptive audience at the Amvets Post 66 on Western club owners at the Amve

Avenue. More than 80 area bar owners and representatives of fraternal ~ on Western Avenue in Sc
and social clubs that serve alcohol attended.

Tribune Photo/BARBAR#
The group heard about plans to try again next year to convince members ALLISON
of the state legislature to legalize electronic gaming. The meeting is one
of 11 across the state to build support for legalization.
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their patrons and clubs to tell their members to tell their legislators it's
something they want legalized," he said.

Don Marquardt, president of the ILBA, said he believes the atmosphere
in the General Assembly may be more receptive to the measure than
before. The emphasis this year is on public policy issues, Marquardt
said, rather than money.

The ILBA wants to focus on measures of the proposed law that would
"restrict, regulate and reduce" the number of machines, Marquardt said.

Minors' access to machines would be restricted by allowing the
machines only in establishments open only to adults 21 and older.

Currently, electronic gambling machines are found in convenience
stores, laundries, service stations, truck shops and bait shops,
Klopfenstein said. Yet, state excise police focus enforcement only on
businesses with liquor licenses because they have no real power in the
others, he said.

Legalizing the machines -- which Klopfenstein said would be like
electronic slot machines -- would limit the number of machines per
location and the number of businesses with machines.

He said that would reduce the number of machines in operation -- now
estimated at 40,000 -- even though it is technically not legal in Indiana
(a ban frequently ignored).

The proposed legislation would limit the number of machines to five per
establishment, Marquardt said, and require an annual fee of $500 to
$1,000 per machine.

Frank Linarello, owner of Frank's Place in South Bend, is a supporter of
legalizing the machines, but is skeptical of what the General Assembly
will do.

"Indiana already said gambling is OK," Linarello said before the
meeting, pointing out casino boats and the state lottery.

Klopfenstein noted private clubs can even have bingo and pull taps.

"It's a double standard,” Linarello said. "I think they should legalize it
and let local municipalities receive tax dollars. They need to make the
playing field fair for everybody."

As someone who has attended such meetings in the past, Linarello is not
overly optimistic of success. He said one legislator, who's not running
for reelection, told him the General Assembly just won't approve it.

Staff writer Marti Goodlad Heline: mheline@sbtinfo.com (574) 235-
6327

file://S:\EGD Coalition\South Bend Tribune 9-15-06.htm 10/31/2006



South Bend Tribune Page 3 of 3

ADVERTISERS

FEATURED SITES

Home | News | Sports | Business | Opinion | Entertainment | ourLives | Obituaries | Discussion Forums
Jobs | Classifieds | Search | Personals | Lottery | Today's Ads | Photo Galleries | Weather

Vows Listings; Engagement, Wedding and Anniversary announcement forms

Flagship Custom Publications: IN Michiana
Special Sections: Sports Fest | Nifty 50 Club | Newspapers in Education | Irish Sports Report

SouthBendTribune.com: Privacy Policy | Jobs at the Tribune | Contact Us | Subscriber Services | Advertise

Our Privacy Policy and Direct Notice To Parents
Contact the southbendtribune.com Web staff.
News coverage and editorial content provided by the South Bend Tribune unless otherwise specified.
Copyright © 1994-2006 South Bend Tribune

New Media Director's Blog: http://newmediadirections.blogspot.com

file://S:\EGD Coalition\South Bend Tribune 9-15-06.htm 10/31/2006



